
 
February 12, 2021 

Dear Amphitheater Families: 

We are excited to welcome our students back to in-person learning in the hybrid model on Monday, Feb. 

15. All of the Amphitheater schools will be open in the hybrid mode. We have some information to share 

about how hybrid will look starting Monday, but first, we want to share information about why we are 

returning to hybrid at this time. 

Schools are safe. 

In the time that has passed since this pandemic first began, our health experts have learned so much more 

about how spread occurs and does not occur. For many months, the focus has been on health 

metrics.  We are now told there is so much more that should inform our decisions. 

Health information from the local, state, national and even international levels tells us that schools are safe 

for children and adults. Health officials have found that spread in schools is not only minimal, but it is so 

minimal that it is not having an impact on community health metrics or conditions. 

Our experience over the last many months backs that up: Even when COVID-19 cases have been reported 

in our schools, the vast majority of those cases have been traced to exposures that took place outside of 

the school setting. Health officials have even gone as far as to say that children are actually safer in 

schools than in the general community because schools are able to be so vigilant in the implementation of 

effective safety measures. 

The data that supports the latest school guidance is striking in its clarity.  For example, the Pima County 

Health Department has advised us that there has been less than a handful of cases of COVID that were 

attributable to school spread – countywide.  In Amphitheater specifically, they found that we had only a 

couple of cases of possible school spread and no outbreaks (defined by the county as two or more cases 

that are not epidemiologically connected) in the 10-week period we operated in hybrid mode in the fall. 

For a time, our health care officials advised it was necessary to be in remote.  They are no longer saying 

that.  We need to listen to them now, just as we did before, and we are therefore moving into hybrid 

mode again. 

Some of hybrid will be the same as in the Fall. 

• We are told that ensuring safe physical distancing does remain essential to the continued safety 

of school operations. The size of classrooms does not allow us to maintain safe distances unless 

we reduce the number of students in the classrooms at any one time.  Thus, it is presently still 

necessary to group students into cohorts, as we did in the Fall.  Cohort 1 will again attend in-

person Monday and Thursday, and Cohort 2 will attend in-person Tuesday and Friday. Our 



academic team has found that this is the best schedule for students so that they don’t go for 

long stretches without in-person learning and connections. 

• Safety/Health measures: Every school will continue to follow health and safety protocols as 

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control, the Arizona Department of Health Services 

and the Pima County Health Department. These include (but are not limited to): 

• Masks: Everyone on campus wears a mask, unless they have an approved medical 

accommodation. 

• Physical distancing: As much as possible, we keep six feet of distance between individuals. 

• Cleaning: Our schools follow comprehensive cleaning protocols, both during and after school 

every day. We have hired additional staff to perform touchpoint cleaning throughout the day. 

• COVID-19 case-handling: Our health offices and principals will continue to ensure that when a 

student or staff member reports a positive case, any close contacts are identified and informed, 

and any appropriate quarantine or other protections are implemented. 

Some of hybrid learning will be new. 

• Daily check-ins: Every student will check in with their teacher (or teachers) every day, regardless 

of whether they are attending school in-person that day. This will give the students a chance to 

get assignments, ask questions and touch base with their teachers on both their in-person and 

their remote days. 

• Wednesdays: Both cohorts will come together for Zoom classes on Wednesdays. This gives 

students the chance to see their whole class and receive instruction five days a week. 

We are providing you with some new resources. 

• 10 Tips for Returning to Campus: Attached to this email are some tips for getting ready to 

return to in-person school. 

• What happens when your school has a positive case: Also attached is a handout that walks you 

through what happens when there’s a case on campus. 

• Flow Charts: Check amphi.com for flow charts that walk you through common scenarios that 

you may have questions about. 

• Website: The District website (amphi.com) contains updated information about the hybrid 

model, and schools websites also have information particular to their programs. 

• We are holding Amphi Family Tech Support sessions to help you with the technical issues often 

involved in learning online. To register for these sessions, go to the Calendar on our District 

home page (amphi.com) and select the date you are interested in attending. 

• E-mail hotline: If you have a question or concern, you can email answers@amphi.com. We do 

our best to respond within 24 hours on workdays. 

When we were open in the hybrid model in the Fall, we felt joy return for students, teachers, support staff 

and families. We saw smiles in our students’ and teachers’ eyes. We saw children making and re-

establishing connections with their peers and the adults there to support their learning. 

As we open our doors again on Monday, we will do our best to ensure that we have the necessary support 

in place to bring that joy back again. 
 

Thank you. 
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